THE  ARMISTICE  WITH   GERMANY  AND  ITALY      l6l
Late in the afternoon agreement is reached in Rome between
the French and Italian delegations. A French Cabinet meet-
ing at Bordeaux accepts the proposed text. The Italo-French
armistice is signed at 7:15 p.m., General Huntziger signing
for France and Marshal Badoglio for Italy. Afterwards the
following statement is broadcast by the Rome radio: "The
Italian Government have notified the French Government
that the signing of the Armistice Convention between Italy
and France was communicated to the German Government
this afternoon at 7:35 P.M., Italian summer time. As a con-
sequence hostilities between Italy and France will cease at
1:35 A.M Italian summer time tomorrow morning, June 25,
1940,, year XVIII of the Fascist Era."
At 9 P.M. the following special communique is issued in
Berlin: "Today, Monday, June 24, at 7:15 P.M. the Treaty
of Armistice was signed between Italy and France. The Reich
Government were informed at 7:35. The Treaty of Armistice
between Germany and France has therefore entered into force.
The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces has ordered
the cessation of hostilities against France at i: 35 A.M on
June 25. The war in the West is therefore ended." Soon
afterwards loudspeakers in the streets of Berlin blare forth
the news. Hitler issues a proclamation reading: "My People:
Your soldiers after barely six weeks of heroic struggle against
a brave opponent have ended the war in the West. Their
deeds will go down to history as the most glorious victory of
all time. We humbly thank the Almighty for his blessing.
I order flags to be flown throughout the Reich for ten days
and Church bells to be rung for seven days."